Memorandum to: His Eminence, Alfredo Cardinsl Uttaviani

In regard tos The Contraception Crisis
Dateds 27 June, 1966

WHICH ALTERNATIVES REMAIN OPEN 7T¢ THE HCLY FATHER ?

I. It hardly seems that the Holy Father can promulgate & document like
that drafted by the Commission on Population, Family, and Birthrate dur-
ing the meeting of June 19 to June 25,

a) According to this document, the Church would now proclaim that cone
traception is good and sometimes obligatory. But the Churech cannot
proclaim as true that of which She is by no means certain.

1) On 28 May, 1966, the theological experts of the Commission were
asked whether the Church is in doubt ahout the 1ntrinsic malice of
cuntraeeption‘ @heir,_ggg agree: it Lhe \rch_is in doubt oz
She remaing certain that aceptic ; nmo
Very few hish@ps have 1ndies%ed appraval of artificial contrncop-
tion., The schema of Gaudium et Spes distributed in May, 1965, was so
weak and hesitant about contreception that it almost secmed to be per-
mitted. As @ result of the demands of many Council Fathers, the docu-
ment was progressively strengthened until it reached its present form.
3) Thus it is clear that the majority of the Commission wishes the
Holy Father to promulgate their conclusions, as if these conclusions
were Catholic teaching, & point which is by no means certein. A dubio

ed certitudinem non valet illatio.

b) Thie document contains, both implicitly and explieitly, an entirely

new concept of the development of doctrine and the functioning of the

Magisterium.
1) The document picttres the development of doctrine not as an grgenic
growth (the traditional Catholic view) but as a M advance--
i.e., by contradiction, as in legelien dislectic (which was condemned
as "modernism" when it previously began to take rocot among Catholie
theologians.
2) The document proceeds on the assumption thaet Catholic doctrine,
not merely in the mode of its proclamation but even in its very gub-
gtance, should be made in each age out of the varisble situations of
history as well as out of the fundamental structure of Catholic tradi-
tion.

* 3) The document speaks as if the Magisterium were merely & private
guide and adviser rather than an authoritative teacher of norms bind-
ing upon the consciences of the faithful.

¢) This document implicitly contains & revolution in the whole moral
teaching of the Church, a revelution hardly reconcilsble with the morality
of the New Testament and Catholic traditionm,
1) The new morasl theory separates the conscious self from nature, con-
signs the humen body and sexuality to nature, and regards the conscious
self as justified in using them for “personal" and "interpersonal® ends.
Thie view is the first principle of the "New llorality,” and the entire
"Hew llorality" cannct help but follow from it.

2) The new moral theory implies that there are po intrinsicelly evil




(2)

acts. It holds that the rightness of man's acts is determined by
their effect on all relevant values considered in a balance, rather
then on right reason and will (as in traditional Catholie teaching).
Traditionally, moral uprightness requires not only a right intention
and a choice of action appropriate to the situation, but also & will
rectified by respect for some inviolable principles.

II, It hardly seems that the Holy Father can delay acting much longer.

a) BSilence is assent. 4 prolonged silence would be assent to the most
radiecal views, which would extend the revolution in moral teaching as
fer as possible.

b) With but few exceptions, both the minority and the majority groups
in the Commission agree that the Holy Father should act as soon as
possible,

¢) The faitaful-~both those who are loyally sbiding by the traditional
precept, and those whe in varicus degrees of good faith are no longer
abiding by it-~degerve tc have their consciences either definitely bound
or definitely loosed in this matter.

III. It seems poscible but not most fitting that the Holy Father simply
declare the Church tc be in doubt whether contraception is intrinsically
immoral. (This concedes for the sake of argument the questionable cone
cept of a "doubting Church.") .

8) Since there is evidence that some bishops are in doubt, it seems
posaible that the Chureh (ecclesia docena) is in doubt.

g) A simple declaration that the Church is in doubt would have much the
same practical result (probabilism) as the approval of contraception,
but without some of the disedvantages of cutright approval.
1) It would be unnecessary to disown those who have until now acted
in a manner loyal tc the Church; it would be unnecessary to approve
and encoursge the manner of acting of these who failled to abide by
the moral precept promulgated by the Churech.
2) It would be unnecessary to provide a reascnable theological explana~
tion of mere doubts thus the Church would be relieved of the probably
impossible task of trying to find a rationalization for the abandonment
of the traditional precept acceptable to the People of God.
%) It would be possible in this way to keep the door open to a reaf-
firmation of the traditional precept when it becomes evident, later
on, that this precept is true end essential to Christian life.

¢) The simple declaration that the Church is in doubt does not seem the
most fitting resclution cf the @kisis. This act would put an end, for
the present, to the comtroversy comcerning contraception, but it would
certainly give rise to new comtroversies concerning other moral (and
even fundamental dogmatic) points. And there ave other difficulties in
this course of action.

d) Nevertheless, if the Church's true mind with regard to the issue of
the intrinsic malice of contraception is & state of doubt, then this
fact should be revealed to the faithful a3 soon as possible, for the
salvation of some may depend upcen it.
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IV, It ceems possible that the Holy Father gimply promulgate the tradi-
tional precept once more, but this course of action also would involve
difficulties.

&) This course of action is a genuine possibility.
1) The precept was not grounded in circumstances or merely humen
insight, but in unbroken Caetholic tradition, which includes the entire
sphere of Christisn chastity. This virtue--with its true meaning,; its
value, and its requirements--is strongly merked out im Our Lord's own
teaching ss well as in other inspired books of Holy Writ. The Church,
from the very beginning, reflecting on the sanctity of life and the
nature of Christien chastity, saw contraception as e fundamental vio=-
lation of these goods. No argument in favor of contraception has shown
that the precept forbidding it lacks the warrant Pius XI claimed of
uninterrupted tradition extending to the very beginning. Thus the
reason that led Cathclics in earlier times to condemn contraceptica
8till remains valid.
2) Moreover, the hydra-like srgumentations of the proponents of con=-
traception, in all their diverse editions, sre drawn from human ine
sights and the pressures of the present situation. Such argumentation
is a paradigm for caslling into question every peint of Catholic faith
and morals, for the whole teaching of chx% § culminates in Himself
crucified~-a scandal to the Jews, foclish % the Greeks. and an ir—

relevance to contempocrary man. Whatever the Chu ow_cghooses will

%Fgggg;%x; ¥ill She choose the folly of this world or the felly of
hrist

3) Furthermore, the Holy Father certainly hes the office of deter-

mining whether 2 doubt raised with regard to such a traditionesl teach-
ing ocalls intec doubt the teaching itself, cr calls into doubt the
relationship to the Church of the doubters,

b) In some respects it seems fitting that the Holy Father gimply promule
gate the traditiomal precept once more.
1) The Church 2lways has teught this precept as something necessary
tc sddvation. If the precept is true, it is no less necessary teday,
and the People of Ged have & right tc be told clearly and aefinitely
what the Church holde as necessary to salvation.
2) Disaffection, anxiety, and confusion increase daily. Doubt is
spreading like en infecticn from this point through the whole of the-
ology. The issue is now fully clear. There is no positive advantage
in further delay. '
3) An extension of the comsultation, carried cut evem in the most
ceutious mamnner, cannct help but risk inciting further disaffecticn
among those whose opiniomn would not be followed in the end.

¢) HNevertheless, this course of action involves difficulties.
1) This course of action might be ineffective in ending the present
controversy and confusion, unless the $Pf restating of the traditicmel
precept is even clearer and more definite then the statements of Pius
XI end Pius XII--perhape even infellible.
2) If the statement is sufficiently clear and firm to end the crisis,
it might lead to schism, since many proponents of contraception seem
"ready to go as far as necessary to cbtain what they want.
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3) Meny difficulties have been raised end meny practical problems
exist. A simple reaffirmation of the traditional precept will not
resoclve all the difficulties, or effectively help with the practical
problems, Thus it is bound to be attacked very widely as theoretically
inmmature and practically ineffectual.

4) Whatever factors caused the prolongation of this crisis until now
are not completely vemoved.

5) Since there has already been extended consultation, including
that with the Cardinals and 3ishops, it would be very difficult for
the Holy Father %o proceed direcily to a statement in the contrary
gsense, Thus, if the traditiomal teaching is to be maintained, addi-
tional steps and even more extended consultation seems necessary.

V. It secems possible and meost fitting that the Holy Father neither delay
acting longer, nor make an immediate statement, but that he act at once
without waiting toc explain the meaning of his ggtion.

a) It scems most fitting that the Holy Fathe: first agt.
1) Action speaks louder than wordsy today more than ever.
2) The proponents of contraception have used this technigue very efn
fectively, for they always argue on the basis of ground they have
already captured by gction.
3) A significant gction would reveal the direction that the Church
is to take, and would prepare everycme %o praoeed in that direction.
4) As defenders of the Catholic tradition in this matter have dis-
covered, it is extremely difficult to argue against an action.
5) The problems of loyal Cathclic couples are very real. A statement
will not make them go away. Significant gggi;& will give immediate
hope and eventual helpe.
6) Everyone is more likely to learn thay the Holy Pather regards cone
traception as immoral if he simply aets on this assumption.

b) OCne action the Holy Father might takes to establish now a new, per=
manent office of the Church to be concerned with marriage and the family,
1) The new office coculd be given the highest status by imcluding
under it all the comcerns of the Hely See withim this field,
2) The new office would have en unquesticnable significance if the
initial appointments to it included gonly pecple kucwa to be cpposed
to contraception.
3) The seriousness of the Holy See could be communicated very clearly
by the sige of the endowment for research and the gemeral cperating
budget assigned the new office.
4; This actiocn would be useful regardless of the doctrimal issue.
5) Although much significance woculd be attached to this actiom, it
involves no new doctrinal commitment and nothing cof importance could
be lost by it,.

¢) The first specific tesk of the new cffice would be to gee tc it that
the use of the infertile pericd is perfected.
1) Available knowledge and research zlready in progress should be
coordinated., HNecessary rescarch projects not yet undertaken should be
formulated. If necessary this research should be contracted directly
with Universities cr Imstitutes that cen carzxy it cut.
2) Programs of practicel instruction using existing knowledge should
be improved as much as possible and widely disseminated.









